

IN DEFENSE OF GERARD

>

>IMP-7       dickfu           Dlr: South

>Board 643   S 7              Vul: E-W

>                     H K8753

>SKLai         D QT9863    hubert

>S KT9842   C 2                S Q653

>H T6                                 H AQ4

>D 54        Gerard              D J

>C 983       S AJ                 C AKQ64

>                 H J92

>                 D AK72

>                 C JT75

>

>West     North    East     South

>SKLai    dickfu   hubert   Gerard

>                                             1NT*

>Pass         2H         Dbl       Pass

>2S             3D          4S        Dbl

>Pass         Pass      Pass

>

>Opening lead: C2    Result: Made 6

>Score: -1190        Points: -13.54

>

>  1  North  C2,  A,  T,  3

>  2  East   SQ,  A,  2,  7

>  3  South  C5,  9, D3, C4

>  4  West   SK, H3, S3, SJ

>  5  West   C8, D6, CK, C7

>  6  East   CQ,  J, D4, D8

>  7  East   C6, D7, D5, H5

>  8  East   DJ,  K, S8, D9

>  9  West   HT,  7,  Q,  2

>10  East   HA,  9,  6,  8

>

>

To all who have read the poison pen of Evil Aaron (E.A.), it is time now for someone to speak in defense of the expert and gentleman Gerard Cohen (Gee). He is kind enough to let you spec him and learn from him. Yet some of you repay him by harassing him and making fun of him. My mama once said if you don’t have anything nice to say, you should not say anything at all. Also, to quote something else, he who hath never made a bad bid or play should cast the first aspersion. These Chronicles are merely a collection of some bad boards in Gee’s illustrious career as a teacher and a player on OKBridge. And even these are mainly his partner’s fault, along with some bad luck. Even players of Gee’s stature will take a zero now and then.

What E.A. has done is to collect all these bad results without any acknowledgement of the thousands of good results that Gerard has collected over the years in order to try to besmirch his good name. This is a heinous act which should not be allowed. Today is a disaster that E.A. would blame on Gee. Let’s subject it some objective analysis. 

Gee opened a weak notrump and his partner bid two hearts, neglecting to bid his longest suit. When you are going to play a part score, go for your best fit: who cares if it’s a major or minor at IMPs? If North had bid his diamonds first, Gee would have known when the opponents got to four spades to bid 5D, down only one. Instead his partner bids his hearts and then bids diamonds at the three level, showing a good hand with more hearts than diamonds. When the opponents get to four spades, Gee is looking at the top of his notrump range and his partner has bid twice promising at least 8 or 9 points. The opponents can’t possibly be making 4 spades and Gee doubles, as any expert would. 

Against 4S doubled Fu leads his stiff club, on which Gee drops the ten. Declarer plays trump. Gee wins SA and leads another club away from his jack. The 9 holds, Fu is unable to ruff, and declarer claims 6. Skeptics may criticize Gee for not holding it to 5. But he needed a way to beat the hand and was looking for the extra spades that his partner showed during the auction. What’s another doubled overtrick at IMPs? 

This is not to blame dickfu either, a fine player in his own right. These hands very rarely come up and are quite difficult to judge. My purpose is to make sure that everyone realizes that Gee is being wrongfully made fun of on this website and in his spec. This has to stop.

                                                                        Shotgun

